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The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, New York 12224 
 
Re: Vaccination Rate and COVID-19 Mandates  
 
Dear Governor Cuomo,  
 
On behalf of the Board of Education of the Garden City Union Free School District, we are thrilled that the 
statewide vaccination rate has now exceeded 70%.  We are also thrilled that upon reaching this threshold, State 
issued guidance has followed, allowing for such things as end-of-year activities on a larger scale.  We are, however, 
disappointed that the newly revised guidance does not include any relief for students and staff from the current 
COVID safety protocols presently in place inside school buildings, nor does it include any indication of a plan for 
school districts as we move closer to the start of the 2021-2022 school year.  Now that New York State has 
reached a vaccination rate of 70%, a threshold set by you and your State health officials, in consultation with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, students, teachers, and communities across the state, deserve clear 
and comprehensive guidance for the upcoming school year.  This guidance, moreover, must be timely, and 
further, delivered in such a way as to first, remove any ambiguity or conflicts with existing guidance issued from 
the State’s various policy decision-makers and second, allow for implementation without the fragmentation that 
has plagued directives from your office to date.  Finally, now that we have achieved this important milestone, our 
school communities deserve some relief.  
 
Given the Statewide vaccination rate has now surpassed 70% and further, that the infection rate Statewide 
continues to remain under 1%, we implore you to rescind your declaration of a State of Emergency and reallocate 
local decision-making authority with regard to the COVID-19 Pandemic back to our County Executives and 
corresponding County agencies.  Further, local boards of education must be restored as the lead decision-makers, 
in consultation with county agencies as appropriate.  The diverse communities of this great State deserve local 
control that respects their diverse needs and values.  
 
Should there be another increase in the severity of the COVID-19 outbreak, we trust that County Executive 
Curran, in consultation with her local colleagues and State and National health officials, will be more than capable 
of managing the outbreak and providing guidance to local school districts.  The Nassau County Department of  
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Health has shown themselves fully able to effectively manage such public health concerns.  Thank you for your 
consideration.  We eagerly await your response, and hope we are able to work together in continuing to help our 
community move past this Pandemic.  
 
Most respectfully,  
 
The Board of Education of the Garden City Union Free School District 
 

        
William Holub          
President  

                                               
Stefanie Granville                               Michael Cassaro         Matthew Wakeham  
Trustee                              Trustee                                                        Trustee 
 
 
 
 

 


